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CANAANITE UGARIT--MODERN RAS SHAMRA 


the Syrian coast the point nearest the east- 
ernmost tip Cyprus deserted mound known Ras 
Shamra, the position which shown the map, Fig. 
Within are the ruins ancient city named Ugarit. 
was founded the Late Stone Age and became impor- 
tant and wealthy Canaanite center the second millennium 
B.C. before its destruction the Sea Peoples (of whom 
the Philistines were part) the twelfth century. Its 
wealth came from the commerce which flowed through and 
its port Minet el-Beida (called "White Haven" the 
Greeks). This commerce was caravan and ship between 
Syria and Mesopotamia the one hand, and Egypt, Cyprus 
the Aegean region the other. 

1928 Syrian peasant while digging his land 
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The Biblical Archaeologist published quarterly (February, 
May, September, December) the American Schools Oriental Research. 
Its purpose meet the need for readable, non-technical, yet 
thoroughly account archaeological discoveries they are 
related the Bible. 
Editor: Ernest Wright, Presbyterian Theological Seminary, 
2350 Halsted St., Chicago, (Only editorial cor- 
respondence should sent this address.) 
Editorial Albright, Johns Hopkins University, 
Millar Burrows, Yale University; Speiser, University 
Pennsylvania. 
Subscription per year, payable the American 
Schools Oriental Research, 409 Prospect St., New Haven. 


the ancient port, discovered vaulted tomb containing 
some objects gold. The matter was reported the 
Antiquities Department Syria, and the following year 
excavations were begun the French, directed C.F.A. 
Schaeffer, both the port and the deserted mound. Dur- 
ing the first season's excavation discovery was made 
which has proven the most important archaeological 
"find" for Biblical students made the last quarter 
century. This was the uncovering scribal school and 
library, adjoining temple, which was found contain 
store clay tablets. Most the tablets were written 
new script which had never before been encountered, and they 
were subsequently found contain portion the long 
lost Canaanite literature, dating the fifteenth and 
early fourteenth centuries B.C. That the building had been 
school was proved the presence the ruins exer- 
cise tablets, bilingual dictionaries, and the like. The 
scribes Ugarit must have been very learned and skillful, 
for inscriptions less than six languages have been 
found the site.* 


EARLY CANAANITE LITERATURE 


The texts with which are here concerned were 
written with stylus clay tablets cuneiform (wedge- 
shaped) alphabet thirty signs (Fig. 5), the earliest 
known alphabet written with wedge-shaped characters. The 
Sumerians, Babylonians, Assyrians, Hittites and others had 
previously used cuneiform for writing syllables and symbols 
for ideas, but had not developed alphabets. The language 
these tablets Semitic dialect, closely akin 
Biblical Hebrew, for which the name has been 
coined. The script was entirely unknown and undeciphera- 
ble the time discovery, and there were bilingual 
texts (sign dictionaries two languages) aid the 
reading. That they can now read and translated due 
the ingenuity many scholars, whom the pioneers 


*Figures and this number are reproduced with the kind 


permission the Editor and Publishers the archaeological journal, 
Syria. 
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were two French scholars, Ch. Virolleaud and Dhorme, and 
German, Hans Bauer. significant that Dhorme had 
been decorated his government for brilliant work 
ciphers during the World War. 

The outstanding feature these texts that they 
include not merely private documents (such letters), but 
also genuine literature: poetic myths and legends which give 
first-hand information concerning the religion the 
early need longer depend, formerly, 


— 
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Fig. Air View Ugarit 


upon late and second-hand sources study Canaanite 
life and religion. The longest and most valuable the 
poems early Canaanite version the vegetation myth 
which was known all over the ancient Orient. Vegetation 
was personified god who was thought die the 
scorching summer sun, and rise with the returning rains 
the fall. Babylonia the principals were Ishtar and 
Tammuz (cf. Ezekiel 8:14); Egypt, Isis and Osiris; and 
Greek mythology, Aphrodite and Adonis. the Canaanite 
version the dying-rising god Baal overcome the god 
Mut (Death), and later rescued his sister Anat. This 
myth was designed symbolize the changing seasons the 
year, and was undoubtedly used ritualistic ceremonies. 
Among the texts also are the poem the "gracious and 
beautiful gods," poem describing sacred marriage, and 
the legends Daniel and Keret. 
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THE BIBLICAL ARCHAEOLOGIST 
THE DEITIES UGARIT 


The role the gods and goddesses the Ugaritic 
religion can reconstructed from these tablets. The 
most important divinities may here listed. Chief among 
the gods El, who designated "the king, father 
years" (compare Daniel 7:9). probably this deity 
who depicted the stele reproduced Fig. here 


Fig. The Canaanite Coastline, Showing the Position Ugarit 
(From Kiepert's map) 
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represented bearded old man seated upon throne, 
receiving the homage and offerings worshipper. Baal 
(or Aliyan Baal) perhaps the god who most frequently 
named. properly the Baal Sapon mountain locat- 
north Ugarit), where has his residence. 


weather god, representing the rainy season the mythology. 


Rain and thunder come forth when "opens the sluices 
the clouds and gives forth his sacred voice." the 
"rider the clouds" (compare Psalm 68:4). One his 
titles "Zabul (Prince), Lord the Earth." has 
survived the name the god Baal-zebul Kings 1:2 
and Beelzebul (Satan) the New Testament. The stat- 
uette shown Fig. undoubtedly represents Baal standing 
the act hurling thunderboit. This fine work 
art: the body bronze, but the high helmet made 
polished stone and the two horns electrum, and the 
god was originally clothed gold leaf. One the two 
temples excavated Ras Shamra was dedicated the wor- 
ship Baal, and one the longer poems describes the 
planning and building his sanctuary. 

The deity Mut the personification death. 
the mythology represents the hot, dry season and the 
opponent Baal. The god grain Dagan, the father 
Baal. also possessed temple which has been excavated 
Ras Shamra. This the same deity the Philistine 
Dagon Judges 16:23 and elsewhere. Yarich the moon- 
god (whose name possibly survives the name the city 
Jericho), and Ashtar the divinity derived from the 


Fig. Gold Bowl from Ugarit: Fine Examplo the 
man's Art 
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planet Venus (as South Arabia). Shalem the deity 
"peace," whose name was probably used the name the 
city, Jerusalem. 

The goddesses Ugarit are not numerous the 
gods, but there are several importance. The 


goddess Ashirtu (Asherah the Testament). full 


title "The Lady, The virgin Anat 
the sister Baal, patroness fertility and very 
fierce goddess. The sun deity goddess, Shapash, con- 
stantly referred "the lamp The goddess 

shtart (Ashtoreth the Astarte the 
Greeks) apparently plays minor role Ugarit, though 
the Bible she who represented the patroness 
fertility. 


CANAANITE RELIGION AND ITS INFLUENCE THE HEBREWS 


will readily seen that the religion the 
Canaanites Ugarit was polytheistic, and the strife arong 
the gods reminds one the struggles among the gods 
Mt. Olympus Greece. The texts reveal, furthermore, 
that the religion was highly ritualistic and ceremonial, 
involving elaborate sacrifices. Some the tablets are 
merely lists sacrifices various deities, and the 
poems often refer the making abundant sacrificial of- 
ferings. The great aim which was sought the worshippers 
their ritual was fertility the soil, and clear 
that the religion included that practice which was 
tasteful the Hebrews, sacred harlotry. 


"He decides the suit the widow, 
judges the case the orphan.” 


--The Legend Daniel 7b-8. 


Fig. Sample Ugaritic Writing 


When the Hebrews entered Palestine, they immediate- 
came into contact with the native Canaanites, people 
whose material civilization was far superior that the 
newcomers, has been abundantly proved the excavations 
Ras Shamra and elsewhere Syria and Palestine. The 
native religion the Hebrews was soon influenced that 
the inhabitants some cases they adopted 
Canaanite customs and beliefs, and others they prohibited 
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certain practices because they were Canaanite--as, for ex- 

ample, the strange prohibition against boiling kid its 

mother's milk (Exodus 34:26), whereas the Ugaritic texts 

have shown that boiling kid milk was Canaanite ritu- 
alistic practice. Much the invective the great Hebrew 
prophets from Amos Jeremiah against elaborate ceremonial- 
ism and practices such religious harlotry can now un- 

derstood reaction against Canaanite fertility religion 
and desire return the simpler religion the 
sert. ultimate synthesis compromise Canaanite and 
Hebrew ideas was brought about between the 7th and 4th cen- 
turies, and can seen, for example, Deuteronomy and 
Leviticus. now clear that many the elements 

these late codes are very ancient origin, for many 

the types sacrifices and offerings prescribed them 
known earlier Ugarit. The genius the Hebrews 
pis exhibited the manner which the best features na- 

tive Hebrew and Canaanite elements were combined, and crude 

and repulsive elements rejected. 


Fig. The Great Canaanite God, Receiving Homage from 
Worshipper 
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THE BIBLICAL ARCHAEOLOGIST 
EARLY DANIEL, AND OTHER PARALLELS 


few other specific points contact between the 
Ugaritic texts and the Testament may added. The 
hero the legends Daniel (or Danel), who "de- 
cides the suit the widow and judges the case the or- 
phan" (Fig. 5). This ancient hero named, along with 
Noah and Job, Ezekiel 14: 14,20 early example 
righteous man; and 28:3 the prince Tyre taunted 
with the boast that "wiser than Daniel." Again, 
the myth Baal and Anat, there occurs ser- 
named Leviathan, described with precisely the 
same adjectives Isaiah 27:1, "swift" and "tortuous" 
(see also Job 41:1, Psalm 74:14, and 104:26 for other poet- 
allusions this monster). 

Among the texts veterinary treatise 
ing the treatment horses, animals which were great 
importance the inhabitants Ugarit. Some the medi- 
cinal preparations are the same those named the 
Testament. Special mention may made the "pressed 
fig-cake," the same that prescribed Kings 20:7 
for King Hezekiah's boil. the system weights 
ployed Ugarit (of which many examples have been dis- 
covered), talent 3000 shekels was used instead the 
more common talent 3600 shekels prevalent Mesopotamia 
The Ugaritic standard apparently the one employed the 
description the tabernacle, Exodus 38:24 ff. one- 
mina weight the form bull shown Fig. 

significant that the literature these 
Canaanites mostly poetic form, indeed was much 
ancient Hebrew literature, although modern English trans- 
lations not always reveal the extent which this 
true. the Ugaritic texts the metric patterns employed 
are often the same those Old Testament poetry, and 


parallelism lines recurring feature, the po- 


etry the Hebrews and other Semitic peoples. fact, 

very probable that some the Psalms are Hebrew 
adaptations early Canaanite originals. This has been 
claimed specifically for Psalm 29, where the meter and the 
religious ideas are almost identical with those Ugaritic 


poetry: 


"The voice the Lord upon the waters: 

The God glory thundereth.... 

The voice the Lord breaketh the cedars; 
Yea, the Lord breaketh the cedars Lebanon." 


Many other direct indirect parallels between the 
religious ideas and practices Ugarit and those the 
Hebrews might pointed out. The foregoing examples are 
sufficient demonstrate the tremendous importance these 
finds for the study the ancient Hebrews, especially 
showing that their literature and religion did not come 
into existence vacuum. 


Philip Hyatt* 
*Assistant Professor Biblical History, Wellesley College. 
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Fig. Weight from Ugarit the Form Bull 
ITALIAN "CHINA" PALESTINIAN HOMES 
Although much speculation has been devoted the 
the identity the cup from which the Last Supper was minis- 
tered, few persons have exercised their ingenuity upon the 

cup wherein, few days later, "they gave him vinegar 
drink mingled with gall." And while Palestinian archaeolo- 
gists have generally spent much time pushing back the cur- 
tains our knowledge the most ancient Near East, they 
have devoted very little attention, comparatively, 
yed scrutinizing the manner life, and particuarly the pot- 
and tableware "china," New Testament Palestine. 
first century A.D. was period great commercial 
activity over the Mediterranean, and many eastbound 
cargo included shipments the red-surfaced tableware 
known modern archaeologists the very techni- 
the name, terra sigillata. Not every shipmaster was 
ritic captain, and substantial quantities did 

their destination. 


Apart from some varieties this fine tableware 

were made Asia Minor even the Nabataean 
next-door Palestine (see B.A., Vol. No. 
3), the principal sources the ware were the Italian 


Arretium (Arezzo near Perugia) and Puteoli 
near Naples) where Paul later landed, and the 
the factories the south Gaul (modern France), especially 
pat Since Italian and Gaulish potters very often 
are stamped their names the wet clay before the glaze was 
and fired, are fortunate possessing iden- 
tification which can almost always paralleled elsewhere 
the Roman world and which gives hint the date. 
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That why (to return the "cup vinegar min- 
gled with gall") particularly interesting that 
1867-68 Wilson and Warren found Ophel Jerusalem the 
stamped fragment one Camurius, well-known potter 
Arezzo about the time Tiberius and Claudius A.D.), 
Furthermore know that the outer provinces the Ro- 
man empire was particularly the soldiers who preferred 
use the fine imported "china." This piece from Ophel 
has now been lost once more; not even know whether 
was cup some other kind dish. Yet one wished 
dramatize our signature Camurius, might fancy that 
this was the very cup containing vinegar and gall which 
soldiers offered Jesus. The chances are something more 
than million one against it, however, though chrono- 
logically the thing not impossible. would safer 
say that the person who bought, owned, broke and 
this piece manufactured Camurius might, during his 
lifetime, before after his association with the piece, 
have seen Jesus personally least have heard Him 
from eyewitness. 

are even safer assuming that two plates, made 
the same man (Fig. one them), and two other 
fragments signed Publius Cornelius, all found 
Scythopolis (Old Testament Beth-shan the Plain 
the University Museum Philadelphia, were use 
the very time when Jesus passed through the town, un- 
doubtedly did, while going and from Galilee. 

These pieces and most others Palestine preceding 
and following the active ministry Jesus are all from 
Italy. Each its day was well-travelled piece; but the 
Gaulish bowls, larger, cruder, and somewhat later, came 
even farther. very few such pieces have been recorded 
and recognized Palestine, notably one from Samaria, 
identified Mr. Pryce England. But Antioch 
Syria, where "the disciples were called Christians first" 
(Acts 11:26), has yielded the most interesting group. All 
ware measurable the ton the museums Europe, but 
quite unexpected Syria-Palestine! Meanwhile, during the 
first century, Antioch, Tarsus, Ephesus, Corinth, Athens 
and many other Pauline cities also contained many inhabit- 
ants who preferred the finer made Italian ware the 
"china" the native potters. remarkable that local 
tradesmen could place orders and have them filled far- 
away manufacturers who were accustomed international 
trade which extended from England Palestine. 

Did Pilate wash his hands bowl? 
not. The Governor Judaea have used 
bronze silver basin consistent with his and 
dignity. But the cups which contained the miraculous wine 
Cana, were they this fine imported "china"? Perhaps 
some them were, the prosperity and Romani- 
zation the family concerned. service handsome and 
well-made sigillata dishes would have been cheap Rome 
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Fig. Arretine Plate from Palestine Made the Roman Potter 

Camurius (By Permission the University Museum) 

sophisticated novelty Cana. The Bithynian Chris- 
who, according.to the Roman historian Pliny the 
used gather probably used some 
lof the ware, which this period would have been from 
case may sure that many early saint 
Palestine, Greek lands, and the Latin-speaking 
Caesar's dominions ministered food and wine 
himself from dishes made Camurius, Cornelius and their 
Arezzo and Gaul. 


Howard Comfort* 


CITIES STANDING THEIR TELLS 


The King James Version Joshua reads 
"But for the cities that stood still their 
Israel burned none them, save Hazor only." 
The Hebrew word there translated one the 
words the human language. tell, and means 
mound made the ruins many cities, long since 
The Joshua passage, therefore, would best 
"the cities that stood their tells," that 
the mounds made ruins which were centuries 
accumulating. Not only does the word tell exist today 
modern Arabic with the same meaning, but existed long 
the days the Israelites Babylonia. early 
2000 B.C. there were deserted mounds Babylonia, 
made the ruins many cities long since disappeared. 
scarcely surprising that the translators 
the Authorized Version did not understand what this word 
means (the Revised Version translates correctly), for 
phenomenon peculiar Western Asia, appearing 
mowhere else. its most typical form tell trun- 
cated cone (see the picture Lachish Vol. 
4), the sides which are kept regular the stumps 


the Department Classics, Haverford College. 
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old city walls still remaining them. One city was 
destroyed; another was erected out its ruins, and thus 
little higher the last; and on. The descrip- 
tion Joshua 8:28 is, therefore, eloquent one: 
"And Joshue burnt Ai, and made tell forever, even 
desolation unto this day." 
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